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Volume 25. Rig-Veda Brahmanas: The Aitareya and Kausltaki Brahma^as of the Rig-
Veda. Translated from the original Sanskrit. By aethttr behriedale keith, D.C.L.,
D.Litt., of the Inner Temple, Barrister-at-law, Regius Professor of Sanskrit and Com-
parative Philology at the University of Edinburgh. 1920. Pages, 567. Royal 8°,
Price $7.50.
In August, 1915, this work was ready for printing. In August, 1916, it was delivered
to the Controller of the Oxford University Press. In 1918, the Press had nigh 350 men
at the war. Of the older men who were left, many were busy with urgent war-work, such
as a Report on Trench-fever for the American Expeditionary Force. And when, after
the armistice, the printing was resumed, the author was engrossed in the work of Lord
Crewe's Committee on the Home Administration of Indian Affairs.
The Vedic literature falls into three clearly sundered groups: the Vedic hymns or
Mantras; the Brahmanas, 'the priestlies ' or 'priestly (discourses) '; and the Sutras.
Keith thinks that the Aitareya is not later than 600 b.c. The plan of the work is like
that of volumes 18-19: elaborate introduction; translation; running comment on the
same page. The skill of the priestly story-tellers is at its best in the splendid legend of
Cunah$epa (threatened sacrifice of son by father: cf. Isaac, Iphigeneia, Phrixos).
Despite the pseudo-profundity and puerility of the Brahmanas, they are of genuine
significance to the student of Hindu antiquity, social and religious. And they are in
fact the oldest Indo-European prose extant.
Volumes 26 and 27. Vikrama's Adventures, or The Thirty-two Tales of the Throne. A
• collection of stories about King Vikrama, as told by the Thirty-two Statuettes that
supported his throne. Edited in four different recensions of the Sanskrit original
(Vikrama-charita or Smhasana-dvatringaka) and translated into English with an
introduction, by franklin edgekton. Professor of Sanskrit at the University of
Pennsylvania. 1926. Pages, 372 + 384 = 756. Royal 8°. Not sold separately. Price,
$10.
Vikrama's Adventures is one of the most famous story-books of mediaeval India.
Vikrama is one of the most noted quasi-historical heroes of his times. His magic throne,
hidden upon his death, is discovered by a later king, Bhoja. Each of the thirty-two
(dva-trin§at) statuettes that support his throne (sinhasana) tells one story to Bhoja,
Hence the alternative title. The theme of the tales is Vikrama, who is meant to serve
as a kind of Hindu King Arthur, an example for real kings.
Edgerton hopes that his work may prove suggestive as a model for students of com-
parative literature. The text of each of the recensions (Southern, Metrical, Brief, Jain)
is printed in horizontally parallel arrangement, so that the stories which correspond
to each other in substance are given, each story in all four recensions, in immediate
juxtapositon. And the translation is treated in like manner. Comparisons are thus
facilitated to a degree never before attained in a work of this kind.
From all this, Edgerton reconstructs, with some detail, and with reasonable certainty,
the original work from which the current versions are derived. This he presents hi the
form of a Composite Outline, the concrete solution of a problem in literary genetics.
Volumes 28 and 29 and 30. Buddhist Legends. Translated from the original Pali text of
the Dhammapada Commentary, by eugene watson burlingame, Fellow of the Ameri-
can Academy of Arts and Sciences, sometime Harrison Fellow for Research at the
University of Pennsylvania and Johnston Scholar in Sanskrit at the Johns Hopkins
University and Lecturer on Pali in Yale University. 1921. Pages, 366 + 370+378 =
1114. Royal 8°. Not sold separately. Price $20.
DMmma-pada, or Way of Righteousness, is the name of one of the canonical books
of the Buddhist Sacred Scriptures. It consists of 423 stanzas. These are.reputed to be

